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should devote himself to the business interests of the community 
rather more than to politics, and, finally, treats of a lawyer's lia- 
bilities to his client and grounds for disbarment. 

Throughout the work, Mr. Archer quotes extensively from the 
Canons of Ethics of the American Bar Association, and Hoff- 
man's Fifty Resolutions in Regard to Professional Deportment, 
and the full text of these is given in the appendix. The appendix 
also contains a schedule of legal fees adopted by "a prominent 
New England bar association." 

E. A. I. 



Life of Alexander Hamilton. By Allan McLane Hamilton. 
Charles Scribner Sons, 1910. pp. 483. 

The most striking feature of this, the latest work on the life 
of Alexander Hamilton, is the presence of a large number of orig- 
inal letters and documents written by Hamilton and various mem- 
bers of his family, as well as his contemporaries. Most of these 
writings are published here for the first time, having been left 
to the author by his father, the late Philip Hamilton, who was 
the youngest son of Alexander Hamilton. 

It occurs to one who has studied law that the relation of this 
book to an ordinary biography might not inaptly be compared to 
the relation of a case book to a legal text book. To a person some- 
what familiar with the life of Hamilton, it is intensely interesting 
to read the letters of this wonderful man, and draw inferences as 
to his views, ability and character. Just as a rule of law is more 
impressed on the mind when one reads a case in which it is ap- 
plied, so the incidents and their real meaning in the life of Hamil- 
ton are brought clearly and forcibly to the mind of the reader in 
following the very words of the man and his contemporaries. 
Certainly the advantage of authenticity which a book of this kind 
must necessarily possess over one founded largely on personal 
opinion and doubtful data, should not be underestimated. 

The extensive treatment of Hamilton, the lawyer, is particularly 
interesting to members of the legal profession. The prominent 
part that he took in the development of early law in the United 
States is such that no lawyer should be ignorant of his history. 
Every real student of law will derive both profit and pleasure in 
reading of this man's remarkable legal career. 
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The book is handsomely bound, and profusely illustrated. The 
fac-similes of Hamilton's letters and legal documents are especial- 
ly interesting. B. McL., Jr. 



The Revision and Amendment of State Constitutions. By Walter 
Fairleigh Dodd. The Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore, 1910. 
xvii. pp. 350. 

Too often the reader of a work devoted to subjects kindred to 
the Revision and Amendment of State Constitutions is left at sea 
with a mass of historical facts and legal information, immediately 
valuable but practically unusable. In reading the recent mono- 
graph of Mr. Walter F. Dodd, however, no such criticism can be 
offered, for the reader will at once find a work both methodical 
and useful. 

The opening chapter gives a concise and interesting historical 
development of the State Constitutional Conventions down to 
1783. In the second and third chapters the author treats of the 
Constitutional Conventions from 1783 down to 1908. In the one, 
he gives a scholarly exposition of the growth of the distinctions 
between constitutions and statutes, and in the other, a careful 
analysis of the legal position of the Constitutional Convention. 
The fourth chapter deals with the amendment of the constitutions, 
the practice relative to such amendment and revision, and the 
judicial attitude of the courts. The last chapter shows the actual 
working and effect of the constitutional referendum. 

Throughout the entire book the author has placed great empha- 
sis upon the present day conditions. This fact, together with the 
concise outlines and summaries of each topic, and the orderly 
marshalling of subtopics, makes the book one of unusual value to 
laymen as well as lawyers. 

To the volume are appended tables of the popular votes upon 
constitutional questions in all of the states of the Union covering 
a period from 1899 to 1908. Reference to these tables greatly 
aids the understanding of the comparative interest of the voting 
population in constitutional questions submitted to them. 

H. N. R. 



